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SUBJECT
Effects of a master batch containing TiO2 and mica (for colouring PET bottles) on PET bottle
recycling.
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GENERAL OPINION
TiO2 and mica-based opacifying master batches significantly disrupt PET bottle recycling in strapping
and bottle applications. However, fibre, the current main application for the coloured stream, is not
disrupted (tested concentration: up to 500 ppm TiO2 and mica, average particle size less than 50
microns).
Opaque bottles containing these master batches are systematically removed by recyclers from the
part of the coloured stream intended for strapping and bottle applications.
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In the current state of equipment and techniques us ed and available in Europe, an increase in
opaque packaging would lead to a significant increa se in losses.
Consequently, COTREP advises against the use of thi s type of master batch for PET bottles.
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